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What is the definition of the individual [of M. 1:4A]? 
These are the ones who have been appointed community officials. 


[Is it the claim, then, that] merely because one has been ap pointed a 
community official, he will pray and have his prayer answered? 


[No.] But since one has been appointed a community official £ been 
found trustworthy, he is worthy of praying and having hi prayers 
answered. 


There was aman who would separate tithes in the proper way. Said to 
him R. Mana, “Arise [at prayers in behalf of the community], and say, 
‘[Then you shall say before the Lord your God], have removed the 
sacred portion out of my house, [and more over I have given it to the 
Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all 
thy commandments which tho hast commanded me; I have not 
transgressed any of thy commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them]’ (Deut. 26:13)’” 


A certain man came before one of the relatives of R. Yannai. He said 
to him, “Rabbi, attain merit through me [by giving me charity].” 


He said to him, “And didn’t your father leave you money?” 
He said to him, “No.” 


He said to him, “Go and collect what your father left in deposit with 
others.” 


He said to him, “I have heard concerning property my father deposited 
with others that it was gained unlawfully [so I don’t want it].” 


He said to him, “You are worthy of praying and having your prayers 
answered.” 


[G] A certain ass-driver appeared before the rabbis [in a dream] and 
prayed, and rain came. The rabbis sent and brought him and said 
to him, “What is your trade?” 


[H] He said to them, “I am an ass-driver.” 
[I] They said to him, “What good deed have you done?” 


[J] He said to them, “One time I rented my ass to a certain woman, 
and she was weeping on the way, and I said to her, ‘What troubles 
you?’ She said to me, ‘The husband of that woman [me] is in 
prison [for debt], and I wanted to see what I can do to free him.’ 
So I sold my ass and I gave her the proceeds, and I said to her, 


